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New project 
for area’s 
schools

PUPILS in schools across the South 
Downs area are set to benefit from 
a ground-breaking initiative link-
ing outdoor learning with the South 
Downs National Park. New guidance 
will help teachers from schools in the 
area to use the South Downs to bring 
life and interest into all areas of  the 
curriculum.

The Our South Downs project has 
been developed in partnership be-
tween the national charity Learning 
through Landscapes and the South 
Downs National Park to connect young 
people with inspiring opportunities 
for outdoor learning.

Amanda Elmes, who leads on Learn-
ing and Outreach for the South Downs 
National Park said:“This is the first 
time that a project of  this scale has 
used an entire National Park to en-
courage children to map and explore 
the world on their doorstep. The South 
Downs National Park is rich in wild-
life, landscapes, history, culture and 
industry and we want to inspire and 
support teachers to develop the skills 
and knowledge to use them.”

Our South Downs programme 
manager, Mary Jackson, said:”The 
environment that children and young 
people learn in can have a significant 
effect on how they engage with a sub-
ject or an idea. Providing challenging, 
exciting and different learning experi-
ences outside the classroom is proven 
to raise attainment, bolster social, 
emotional and personal development 
and contributes to the health and well 
being of  children and young people.”

Our South Downs will use the in-
credible diversity of  landscapes, habi-
tats, places and learning providers 
that make up the South Downs Nation-
al Park to give children year-round 
structured programmes of  learning 
and engagement based around the Na-
tional Park’s special qualities. 

Schools in the South Downs area 
will have access to an exclusive out-
door learning curriculum, enabling 
them to benefit from the rich biodi-
versity, habitat, landscape, heritage, 
culture and industry that surrounds 
them. 

In addition, the Our South Downs 
website will equip teachers with the 
skills and knowledge to identify the 
wealth of  learning opportunities in 
their immediate locality and to make 
the most of  this resource to support 
their practice. Schools will have full 
information in the next few weeks.
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AWARD-winning Henfield garden designers, 
Paul and Pauline McBride, are giving a help-
ing hand to two local charities this year, as well 
as opening the gates to the public at their own 
striking Sussex Prairie Garden at Morlands 
Farm in Wheatsheaf  Road, Henfield.

After 12 years of  working on a major garden 
project in Luxembourg with top international 
designer Piet Oudolf, they embarked on their 
own project at Morlands Farm, which opened in 
May 2008. 

Morlands had been farmed by their family for 
50 years and their vision resulted in a six-acre 
garden with naturalistic planting, framed  by 
oak trees, with rare breed sheep, and pigs living 
in the oak woods.

They used their designing skills and knowl-
edge to demonstrate the longer season benefits 
of  perennials and grasses in dream combina-
tions. 

The result is a garden which features many 
unusual varieties of  herbaceous perennials, 
Veronicatrsums, Thalictrums, Persicarias, San-
guisorbas, Knophofias and Mererocallis. There 
are huge drifts of  ornamental grasses and as-
ters, which extend the season of  interest as well 

as dozens of  varieties of  Miscanthus, Panicums, 
Molinias, Sporobolis and Penisetum.

This year Sussex Prairies will be hosting an 
exclusive tour in aid of  Pulborough-based Mary 
How Trust for cancer prevention. 

The visit will take place on Friday, July 20 at 
6.30pm when visitors will be able to support the 
charity and at the same time enjoy this extraor-
dinary six acre garden in all its summer glory 
during a guided tour led by Paul and Pauline. 

Spaces are limited and cost £35, including re-
freshments and a glass of  wine. 

Tickets are on sale now and can be obtained 
through the Mary How Trust ticket line on 
01798-877641 or via website www.maryhowtrust.
org

The second charity to benefit from their help 
will be The Sussex Beacon, a dedicated HIV cen-
tre in Brighton which has been at the forefront 
of  specialist HIV services delivery for the whole 
county since 1992. It offers a range of  inpatient 
and outpatient services, including a women and 
families service, which have been developed in 
response to the changing needs of  people living 
with HIV.

The Beacon already has its own superb gar-
den which opens annually for their fundraising 
event, The Garden Gadabout in June and July- 
www.gardengadabout.org.uk

Paul and Pauline have designed a new prairie 

border there to captivate all those at the Bea-
con, using a selection of  their favourite prairie 
plants. 

Giving colour, structure and interest through-
out the summer and autumn season, they are 
hoping a little piece of  romance and drama of  
the naturalistic planting from their own garden 
will live on in Brighton.

They were joined at the Prairies for a morn-
ing of  propagation by the dedicated Beacon 
volunteer gardening group and now the plants 
are growing in readiness to populate the border 
designed by Paul and Pauline. They will be trav-
elling to the Beacon to plant the border in the 
next few weeks.

Pauline said: “Then all we have to do is sit 
back and wait for them to grow! As with all 
newly planted gardens, the first few months of  

care are crucial as the plants grow and weeds 
are kept in check,  but we hope to provide the 
Beacon with a display it well deserves.”

The Sussex Beacon’s gardens will open to the 
public for one day only as part of  Garden Gada-
bout on Sunday, June 24.

Sussex Beacon said: “We are so grateful to 
Sussex Prairies for providing the fabulous plant-
ing that will make our gardens even more spec-
tacular. Our garden volunteers  enjoyed a really 
special and inspiring day at Sussex Prairies. 

“As well as contributing to our all-important 
planting, this day has helped to support our gar-
den volunteer project. The Beacon gardens are 
so important and well loved by our clients and 
staff. A big thank you to Paul and Pauline.”

Sussex Prairies garden will be open daily 
from June 1 to October 14, from 1-5pm. The 
garden consists of  a series of  interlocking arcs 
of  large planted borders in naturalistic style 
and visitors are welcome to roam amongst the 
plants and enjoy the experience. There are large 
groupings of  each plant variety, in free-flowing 
style, which contrasts leaf  forms, stems, stalks, 
flower shapes and textures.

Courses and workshops are held throughout 
the season and an Unusual Plant and Art Fair 
will be held on Sunday September 2. 

For more details contact 01273 495902 or www.
sussexprairies.co.uk
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A Prairie feel to the garden.A striking mix of textures.

Flower power for charity

Some of the 
glorious hues.
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The first few months 
of care are crucial, 
but we hope to 
provide the Beacon 
with a display it 
well deserves.

Pauline McBride

Naturally hypo-allergenic dog and cat food
wholesome, complete and healthy

For healthy digestion, skin and coat
Made with natural ingredients and all the nutrients
your pet needs throughout his or her life.
Complete food, which means you don't need to
supplement your pet's diet with anything else.
Uses a single source of meat protein and excludes
many ingredients known to cause tummy upsets.
Ideal for cats and dogs with food intolerances and
coat issues.
No added artificial colours, flavours or
preservatives.
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Available from all good pet shops
Nutritional Advice: 0845 603 9095

For a list of local stockists and to subscribe to our free e-newsletter

www.wellbeloved.com
© Crown Pet Foods Ltd 2012 - All Rights Reserved. Credit:Stable Design Limited

Lamb & Rice
Fish & Rice
Complete Adult Dog Food

Available from:

Gatleys
at Horsham Pet Centre

Hillier Garden Centre, Brighton Road, Horsham RH13 6QA
Phone: 01403 261049

*Specially marked Lamb & Rice and Fish & Rice bags only,
whilst promotional stock lasts

www.wellbeloved.com

20%
Extra FREE
18kg for the price of 15kg*


