
�

bright
as a button

Christ’s Hospital is a truly unique
and totally remarkable independent
school – where every pupil is given
the opportunity to shine.

A CH education is stimulating and
supportive and, above all, designed
to help tomorrow’s leaders compete
and succeed in the modern world.

our next open Day for boarding
and day entry is on saturday 5 May
for Years 7, 9 and sixth Form.

For information about Open Days,
or to order a prospectus, please
contact Admissions.

t 01403 211293
E enquiries@christs-hospital.org.uk
W christs-hospital.org.uk

Christ’s hospital, horsham, West sussex rh13 0YP
registered Charity no. 1120090

Christ’s hosPital.
an inDEPEnDEnt Co-EDuCational
boarDing anD DaY sChool
right in thE hEart oF sussEx.

View our credentials at

Doyoudreamof anewkitchen?

Don’t replace it,
reface it

89 Victoria Road, Horley, RH6 7QH

Call for aFREEEstimate: 01293319039

Transform your tired kitchen in just
a few days from start to finish
• Huge choice of Doors,Worktops, Appliances, Sinks & Taps
• Fromdoors to complete kitchens
• Just replace the doors and handles
• Free estimating and planning

www.dreamdoors.co.uk

*Terms & Conditions apply, please ask in store for full details.
Only available on orders over £3500 excluding vat.
Offer ends 30th April 2012
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In Brief

Listen to the 
Nightingales
THE annual Nightingale Festival takes 
place at Pulborough Brooks RSPB Na-
ture Reserve from this Friday, April 27 
until Sunday, April 29 inclusive from 
6.30-9.30pm. 

Reserve staff  and volunteers will be 
stationed around the nature trail at 
nightingale hotspots to enable people 
to enjoy the birds’ remarkable evening 
chorus.

Peter Hughes, RSPB warden, said: 
“With such steep declines in the popu-
lation of  nightingales over the past 40 
years, it is great that Pulborough Brooks 
has become a stronghold for this threat-
ened species.  

“We work hard to get the habitat right 
for them, coppicing woodland and creat-
ing scrub.  

“All the scruffy bits, the dense patches 
of  bramble and blackthorn thickets, are 
actually very carefully cultivated.”

The first nightingale was heard at the 
centre on April 11 this year, and there 
are at least six males at the reserve now, 
which sing when they are trying to at-
tract a mate. 

All welcome at 
parish meeting
REVISED plans for development of  the 
Abingworth Mushroom site in Thake-
ham, and association works at the pro-
duction site, now owned by Monaghan 
Mushrooms, will be on display in Thake-
ham Village Hall next Monday, April 30 
prior to the annual parish meeting from 
6.30-7.30pm. 

It is anticipated that the revised scheme 
will go to Horsham District Council’s 
planning committee in the near future 
and residents are encouraged to go along 
to view the details and comment on the 
new scheme.

The annual parish meeting will fol-
low the consultation on the new scheme  
at 7.30pm when there will be a talk by 
ReEnergise Consulting. This gives the 
opportunity in these uncertain times to 
hear from the professionals about ways 
and means to reduce your energy con-
sumption at home and at the same time 
help the environment.

This is not a council meeting; it is a 
meeting for everyone within the parish. 
Please go along. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Jubilee plans 
for villages
THE three villages of  Upper Beeding, 
Bramber and Small Dole have a £500 do-
nation from Upper Beeding Parish Coun-
cil to ensure the Queen’s Jubilee will be 
celebrated in style. Plans include a talent 
competition, children’s party and a tug 
of  war tournament to be held at Upper 
Beeding’s Memorial Playing Field on 
June 2.

Commemorative mugs are planned, 
and sponsors so far include Beeding 
Newsagents and the Rising Sun but 
more funding is needed to make it a day 
to remember. To offer help or donations, 
email Sean Teatum on teatum@btinter-
net.com

Concert season 
at St Mary’s
ST. Mary’s House & Gardens at Bram-
ber starts its 26th year of  fine music and 
readings performed in the elegant Victo-
rian Music Room with a special appear-
ance from Gerald Charles Dickens, great-
great-grandson of  the world-famous 
novelist who will perform his one-man 
presentation, ‘Mr Dickens is Coming’, 
based on extracts from the novels and 
diaries of  Charles Dickens on Saturday, 
May 19. 

On Saturday, June 2, St Mary’s will cel-
ebrate the 85th birthday of  composer Pe-
ter Thorogood with a programme of  his 
songs and suites for piano, performed 
by international tenor Neil Jenkins, so-
prano Jacquelyn Fugelle, Adam Barker 
(violin), and Terence Allbright (piano).  

Peter will look back on some of  the spe-
cial musical moments of  his long life. 

The afternoon will be completed with 
a toast to Her Majesty the Queen on her 
Diamond Jubilee, followed by tea with 
an 85th birthday cake.

For details of  the season’s concerts, 
telephone 01903 816205, or visit www.st-
marysbramber.co.uk 

Pupils’ theme 
of film-making
FILM-MAKING and the lives of  Hol-
lywood Stars will be explored by Year 5 
and 6 pupils at Upper Beeding Primary 
School in their topic entitled ‘Lights, 
Camera, Action’. 

Pupils at the School Road site have al-
ready completed a striking display board 
and will soon be working on Oscar ac-
ceptance speeches.

They will also be treading the boards 
themselves later this term, with their 
summer production of  The Keymaster. 

email jeannie.knight@sussexnewspapers.co.uk                                                                                                                 News

Children’s TV favourite Dave 
opens Meadowside play area
MEADOWSIDE play area in Storrington was 

opened in style by children’s 
presenter Dave Benson Phil-

lips on Saturday.
The £55,000 facility is a 

shining example of  what 
can be achieved by 

dedicated local 
people pulling 
together. 

Sue Shel-
ton, chair-

p e r s o n 

of  the organising committee, which achieved 
the much needed new equipment for younger 
children in the area, said: “It was an absolutely 
fabulous day and very rewarding for everyone 
who had worked so hard to achieve this facility 
and put on the event. It just shows what ordinary 
people can achieve with determination.”

An original run-down play area had been 
closed and plans to update it had been put on 
hold when a Friends Group was formed, send-
ing out letters asking for support in creating 
new facilities. Children in the area were totally 
bored and the newly formed group decided to 
concentrate on fundraising for equipment suit-
able for younger children.

Explained Sue: “Older children in the area 
around Meadowside are able to go to fa-

cilities for their age group in another 
part of  Storrington, so we felt there 
was a great need for something for 
younger children. We managed to 

get Big Lottery funding for the equip-
ment.”

At the bumper event on Saturday, 
children were thrilled when Dave 
Benson Phillips joined in the fun 
with them. Ray Dawe, chairman of  
Horsham District Council, Anna 

Worthington Leese, chairman of  Storrington 
and Sullington Parish Council, and Lisa Wheat-
ley of  the parish council’s recreation committee 
were amongst visitors.

Community police officer Carol Boniface was 
there throughout the day, showing children her 
police vehicle and answering questions.

Children were thrilled when Dave Benson 
Phillips sang with them and played his guitar, 
while Magic Martin enthralled them with his 
modelling of  balloons, creating everything from 
hats and flowers.

After Saturday’s success, the Friends group 
will not be sitting back and resting on its laurels. 
They have already set their sights on re-opening 
a ball park in nearby Ravenscroft, an enclosed 
area intended for football and other ball games.

Sue said: “ It was a ball court built and main-
tained by Storrington Parish Council and Saxon 
Weald, totally enclosed with netting. But it did 
not stand up to the test of  time. A heavy snowfall 
destroyed all the netting and something more 
substantial is needed.

“We want to provide that next, and expect it to 
cost between £25,000 to £30,000. Storrington Par-
ish Council is with us on this and we have a lit-
tle bit of  money left over from the fencing costs 
from Meadowside Play Area to kick start it.”

by Jeannie Knight
jeannie.knight@sussexnewspapers.co.uk

Children’s presenter Dave Benson 
Phillips with the children and the new 
equipment.

Cutting the ribbon at the opening ceremony. Erin Tindall (18 months).J J Campbell (two).
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Georgine Middleton (two).
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